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According w the Mississippi Agricultural Statistics Service, there were 6.9 days suitable for fisldwork for the
week ending July 8, 1996. The main farming activities for the week were checking fields for insects and
contzolling grasses and weeds. In most areas of the state, crops are in need of rain to improve development,
especially corn, Pasture and hay fields are showing the effects of the hot, dry weather. Soil moisture is 21
percent very short, 48 percent short, 30 percent adequate and 1 percent surplus.

Frogress in Percentages Conditions in Percentages
[tem Fvent VZ’ZSK \’i;zzi 1995 i‘:{; ;;r)\; Poor| Fair | Good | Excellent
Sitked 85 83 a0 79 0
Cormn Dough 53 26 52 37 8 8 28 45 10
Dent 19 - g 5
Squaring a8 a5 98 37
Cottan Setting Bolis 5o | 30 |4z |28 | O 1 F 1| %2 13
Rica Haading 10 3 13 4] 8] 2 22 54 12
Sorghum Heading 549 36 27 34 0 07 28 58 ]
Planted - 100 a9 a9 93
Sovheans Emerged 98 [2F3] 26 58 & 7 34 49 10
Blooming 53 47 32 17
Wheat Harvested 100 1100 ag ] - - - - -
Hay {(Warm Season) | Harvested 53 47 53 57 [¢] 17 44 29 4
Peaches Harvested 53 53 34 57 20 |4t 28 10 1
Swestpotatoes Pianted 94 80 98 a4 9 G 10 70 20
Watermelons Harvested 35 31 34 17 4 11 44 37 4
Blueberrias 15 35 26 20 4
Cattle 1 2] 30 54 7
Pasture 7 123 37 29 4

County Agent Comments

‘Carn needs rain to finish filiing out grain. The cotton, soybeans and grain sorghum crops tooks good.
Insects remain Hght to mederate. Hay production is short. Supplies will be 6ght for winter.”

— Mike Howell, Calhoun County

“Farmers need rain for all crops. A few showers in spots have given some relief. Cotton looks excellent
with few weevils and fall army worms reported. The Bt cotton is as good as advertised at this stage of

development. With low cattle prices, short hay and pastures, producers are wondering when to sell their
calves.”

- Dalton G. Gamer, Prentiss County

“Pastures in Madison County are very dry and need a good, slow soaking rain. Cotton, com, and soybean
crops at the present time look good. Insect pressure in cotton is on the rise but is still below the threshold
level In many fields.”

- Otis L. Davis, Madison County

“Farmers sprayed for aphids in some cotton fields. Corn fields are suffering af the critical silking time.
Yield losses appear evident. Cattlemen are worried about the hay sitvation. Many pastures are short on
grass for grazing.”

~ Chuck Grantham, Copiah County
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Weather Summe._- From July 1, 1946 to July 7, 199%.0r Mississippi

Alr Temperature recipitation 4 Inch Soil Ave
L , e ot e Temperature
District/Station ; Ghad That | F Pan
Max | Min | Ave {Norm | DEN | 21 g rat ) TOUr ek | Min | Ave | Evap
Week Days {Weeks
1. Upper Deha
Clarksdale 843 1] 8z 8z -0 0.00 -0.89 Q 243 100 a0 ac .28
Cieveland 98 83 82 0,60 o 0.83
Tunica a8 BE aa 81 -1 008 -0.71 1 0.74 83 =193 :3:1
Extreme/Average el 58 81 &1 -0 603 -0.72 o . 1.23 1co 80 8% 026
2. North-Central -
Holiy Springs a4 56 78 78 -0 0.00 -1.18 e} .58 g7 an 89  0.26
Memphis 98 &8 81 82 -0 0.32 -0.68 2 3.28
Oufard 25 88 30 78 +1 Q.00 -1.00 0 1.87
ExtremelAverage a5 £8 80 79 +0 011 -0.91 1 1.80 897 80 &8 0,28
3. Northeast
Booneville 82 82 79 78 +0 0.0t -0.88 i 1.82
Carinth a8 53 82 79 +3 0.01 -0.98 1 2.47
juks a3 BB 78 o.1g 1 0.98
Ponteton a5 80 20 79 +1 000 -1.18 ] 0.85 el 78 ag  0.30
Tupele g4 61 &0 80 -G 0.88 -0.10 1 4.22
Varana a7 83 8z 0.10 1 2.87 83 T 86 .33
Extreme/Averaga i2k:] 556 80 78 +1 0.18  -G.80 1 2,12 98 77 86 0.31
4, Lower Delta
Belzoni 87 &2 21 82 -1 021 -1.13 1 .44 100 86 93
Greenwood a6 64 82 a1 +1 000 -1.04 o D48
Roliing Fork 96 85 23 .00 -1.23 ¢ .33 108 asg a8 0,238
Stoneville
Yazoo City 97 &7 83 gz +1  0.00 -0.97 3] 0.06
ExtremelAverage g7 €2 82 52 +1 008 -1.10 o] 0.33 108 B’g 86  0.23
5. Central
Carthage gg B1 20 81 -1 0.00 -0.99 &3 1.2t
Jackson j352) B4 82 81 +1 006 -1.02 o] 2.80
Wingna
ExtramelAverage )2 &1 81 &1 3 0.00 -1.01 s} 2.01
5. East-Central
Brooksville 102 TG a8 o.00 -0.88 ] .00
Columbus
State Unlversity 100 62 a3 80 +2 G000 -108 G 1.40 110 76 94
Extreme/Average 102 82 85 80 +B  C.00 -0.98 Q 0.70 1o 76 94
7. Southwest
rysizl Springs 3B &g 52 0.00 ] 5.77 o8 B0 a0
Natshez 84 4 B1 a1 -3 0.0 -0.83 s} 2.68
Dakiey
Vicksburg 96 69 82 0.00 L] 2,86
ExtramelAverage a6 54 82 &1 +0  0.00 -0.83 o] 3.80 98 80 j=e]
8. South-Central
Columbia a7 1) 82 81 +1 .00 -1.42 Q 4.50
MeComb 95 88 80 a3 +3  0.16 -1.40 1 3.2%
ExtremefAverage a7 65 &1 81 +0 0.08 -1.41 1 3.88
8. Southeast
Beaumant 29 8E 82 0.00 el 2.88 106 a2 a3
Hattiesbury 898 83 8z 81 +0 010 -0.88 k 1.24
Laurel
Beridian k=] 51 81 31 +0 048 -0.80 1 1.08
Newton 99 &3 a1 5G +1 .00 -0.98 a 2.82 100 78 89 0.29
Extreme/Average 99 61 21 81 +1 .14 -0.88 1 1.88 106 78 91t Q.28
10. Coagstal
Bay St Leuis 100 &85 83 Q.00 Q 2.08
Biloxi
Guliport 98 74 &4 82 +2 0.00 -1.64 [¢] 4.67
Pascageula 93 88 80 a2 -2 002 -1.18 i 6.60
Papiarvills 161 j52°] 83 81 +2  0.18 -1.38 1 3.78 107 76 8%  0.28
. Exireme/Averags 101 BB 83 82 Q.05 -1.40 1 4.03 107 76 g4 0.z28
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DFN = Departure from Normal,
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